One of the purposes of this paper, which does not profess to teach anything that is original, is to call attention anew to the fact that enemata may give rise to cutaneous rashes?a fact that is by no means so generally known as it ought to be among those who attend upon the sick. And another purpose, which is of equal importance in a doctrinal aspect, is to point out that one question remains to be solved?namely, whether, on the one hand, a large enema of water alone is sufficient, or whether, on the other hand, soap (<x) of some kind or (b) of a particular kind is requisite in addition.
It is surprising to hnd how the fact that a rash may occur after enemata escapes without mention in important textbooks on dermatology. There can be little doubt that the rash is frequently seen and wrongly explained. Thus In a few cases the throat has been slightly sore, or at least reddened.
The tongue may appear unduly red, or may be furred; but these conditions may be connected with the digestive or other trouble for which the enema is administered.
In one or two of my cases the patients have had headache, sickness and vomiting; but whether the agent that caused the rash was also the cause of these symptoms is not certain.
The rash may be associated with a severe burning sensation and intense itching. This is an important point in differentiating the case from scarlatina; but it must be remembered that, even in the urticarious variety, the itching may be very slight.
Dr. Monro?Raslt after Enemata.
In one case desquamation occurred after the rash had been out for three days (Coupland) Next day the face was still red, and in the course of the day the whole body became covered with pale itchy papules, which the patient described as feeling to the touch exactly like goose-skin. The temperature remained below 100?.
An enema of soap and water was given at 8 p.m. on the 25th, and a rash had appeared by 7 A.M. next day.
